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The Hours of Pleasure
by Desiree Jung
The man always takes the car and drives back to the island,
to his wife, but she is not listening, taking in the boneless duck, the flowers neatly 
displayed in the plate, the measured light of the restaurant. They talk about things 
that matter to her. The orange of her nightgown, his dragon tattoo, the syrup of 
the pancakes, all these details are a pleasure to her. They also make love, but it 
isn't the most important thing. Or definitive. Enjoyment is in speaking. And, when 
in the morning he refuses to give her attention, busy, preferring his coffee black, 
she holds the sweetness of the chocolate croissant in her hand privately until he 
leaves, the quietness of the room with its delicate porcelain holding her together, 
embracing.
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